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Sins  of  past  washed  away  by  Christ 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  This  year’s 
Week  of  Prayer  for  International 
Missions,  Nov.  30-Dec.  7,  focuses 
on  missionaries  who  serve  in 
South  America  as  well  as  church¬ 
es  partnering  with  them,  exempli¬ 
fying  the  global  outreach  support¬ 
ed  try  Southern  Baptists'  gifts  to 
the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas 
Offering.  This  year's  theme  is  " Go 
tell  the  story  of  Jesus. "  National 
offering  goal:  $1 70  million. 

BOGOTA,  Colombia  (BP)  — 

Sweat  dripped  from  Dirt's 
short,  slender  body  as  she  hol¬ 
lowed  out  a  grave  m  the  floor  of  Jesus 
the  Colombian  rain  forest.  chang 

Only  minutes  earlier,  the  Nu  the  m 
Indian  woman  had  given  birth  His  S 
to  her  ninth  child,  a  boy,  but  Color 
didn't  like  what  she  saw.  The  group 
baby's  head  was  misshapen,  tribes 
pointed  -  a  temporary  defect  nearl) 
doctors  would  recognize  as  the  Spt 
result  of  an  intense  labor,  but  South 
there  were  no  doctors  here.  Femai 

Dut  was  ignorant  and  alone.  Bom 
save  for  several  of  Her  children  began 
who  had  tagged  along  with  their  missi< 
mother  as  she  ventured  into  the  Brend 
bush  that  day.  They  watched  as  Mi.,  o 
Dut  laid  their  brother's  tiny  They 
body  in  a  shallow  hole  and  years 
began  to  cover  him  with  dirt.  Th< 

The  newborn  shrieked  in  lizing 
protest,  his  arms  and  legs  strug-  the  sa 
gling  against  the  handfuls  of  to  eve 
coot  damp  soil  that  pressed  Lee 
against  his  skin.  His  cries  weak-  (not  h 
erred  as  a  wave  of  earth  washed  growi 
across  his  face,  followed  by  missic 
another  and  another.  Abruptly,  that  c 
the  jungle  fell  silent.  there': 

Without  pause  Dut  stood,  egy.  V 
brushed  the  caked  blood  and  Wayui 
grime  from  her  hands,  and  as  its  i 
turned  toward  home.  guage, 

Lee  Rojas  (not  her  real  name)  'Th 
felt  sick  to  her  stomach.  Watching  darkni 
her  own  two-year-old  daughter  overw 
playing  with  friends  in  the  Nu  people 


village,  the  Colombian  Baptist 
missionary  struggled  to  compre¬ 
hend  the  cruelty  described  in 
Dufs  macabre  confession.  Even 
worse,  she  learned  that  Dut  had 
buried  four  other  children  alive — 
-  one  simply  because  it  was  a 
twin  and  the  Nu  people  believe 
the  smaller  of  twin  births  is  poe- 


BAPTISTS 


LOTTIE  MOON  CHRISTMAS  OFFERING 


The  Heavenly  Book  Visitor 


Cl  harlotte  Diggs  Moon  was  bom  into 
the  rarified  Virginia  aristocracy  at 
her  family's  Albermarle  County 
estate  on  December  17,  1840.  She  died  a 
pauper's  death  72  years  later,  thousands 
of  miles  from  home  and  a  lifetime  away 
from  her  privileged  early  life. 

Those  are  the  cold,  hard  textbook  facts. 
We  all  have  a  beginning  and  an  end  on 
this  earth,  but  it's  what  we  do  in  between 
that  counts  for  eternity.  "Lottie."  as  she 
came  to  be  known,  understood  that  fact. 

In  1858,  God  moved  in 
Lottie's  life  and  she  accepted 


Editor's 

Notebook 


Baptist  missionary 
Lottie  set  sail  f 
September  of  that 

December  had  se. - —  —  - — .  t  . 

northern  town  of  Tengchow,  the  Heavenly  Book  Visitor. 

where  she  lived  for  the  next  40  - - -  J  -1" - 

# _ She  devoted  herself  to  ev 

work  among  the  women  and  di 


for  China  in 

year  and  by  she  moved  among  the  people  with  her 
ettled  in  the  Bible,  she  heard  someone  refer  to  her  as 

if _ Ml  f _ 1..  D^^L  *  Tko  namo 

stuck  with  villagers. 
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food  for  herself.  She  col 


\  lapsed  five  days  before  her  seven ty-sec- 
The  name  ond  birthday,  her  health  broken  and  her 

_ _ _ _ _ _  4'11'  frame  nearly  decimated.  Years  of 

ittle's  day  China  suffered  almost  personal  sacrifice  nad  taken  its  toll. 

Lottie  died  of  starvation  on  Christmas 
Eve,  1912,  in  the  harbor  of  Kobe,  Japan, 
aboard  a  ship  that  was  taking  her  home 
to  America.  The  world  took  little  note  of 
her  life  and  death,  but  she  changed 
Southern  Baptists  and  China  forever. 
Many  saa  events  have  transpired  in 
the  Lottie's  China  since  she  came  home  — 
some  of  which  involved  Southern  Baptists 
—  but  God  will  yet  prevail  in  that  nation 
of  soft-spoken,  humble  people. 

A  marble  gravestone  in  a  small 
Virginia  cemetery  carries  Lottie's  name, 
as  does  the  greatest  international  mis¬ 
sions  offering  in  all  of  Christiandom. 
Also  on  that  gravestone  is  the  simple 


•listic 


constant  internal  turmoil,  with  outside 
powers  also  attempting  to  exert  their 
influence.  Still,  Lottie  fer- 


1904-05  ignii 
soon  spreat 
Chinese  countryside  and 
foreshadowed  fateful  events 
to  come  in  Lottie's  life. 
Desperate  to  help  the  starving 
people  around  whom  Goa 
has  called  her  to  build  her  life, 
Lottie  began  to  withdraw  her 
personaliife  savings  and  use 
the  money  to  feed  the  hungry. 

When  that  money  ran  out, 
she  used  virtually  all  her 
meager  salary  to  buy  food 
for  others  —  often  failing  to 


times  and  earned  the  nick¬ 
name  of  "Devil  Old  Woman," 
but  her  persistence  never 
flagged.  Sne  wrote  to  friends 
in  the  United  States,  "How  I 
wish  I  had  a  thousand  lives 
that  I  might  give  them  to  the 
women  of  China!" 

Lottie's  love  for  the  Bible 
and  for  the  Chinese  people 
became  legendary  in  the  vil¬ 
lages  around  Tengchow,  and 
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osition  to  her  work  even- 

ly  faded.  Then  one  day  as  Lottie  Moon 


Churches  to  celebrate  significant  anniversaries  in  2009 


Send  changes  of  address  to:  The 
BAPTIST  RECORD,  P.O.  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 

Send  news,  communication,  and 
lddrni  dianees  to:  The  Editor, 
BAPTIST  RECORD,  f.O.  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 


CLINTON,  Ms.  (Special)  —  A  total  of 
45  Mississippi  Baptist  churches  repre¬ 
senting  5.57$  years  of  Kingdom  work 
will  reach  significant  anniversaries  in 
2009,  according  to  Edward  L.  McMillan, 
executive  secretary  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Historical  Commission  (MBHC). 

A  significant  anniversary  is  defined 
by  the  Commission  as  200  years,  175 
years,  150  years,  125  years,  and  100 
years,  McMillan  said. 

The  MBHC  encourages  Mississippi 
Baptist  churches  having  significant 
anniversaries  in  2009  to  celebrate  those 
milestones,  and  the  Commission  will 
provide  each  church  with  a  framed  cer¬ 
tificate  and  letter  of  commendation, 
McMillan  said. 

The  Commission  requests  that  any 
church  celebrating  a  significant  anniver¬ 
sary  that  is  not  on  the  list  below  contact 
MBHC  at  P.O.  Box  4024,  Clinton,  MS 
39058.  Telephone:  (601)  925-3434.  E-mail: 
mbhc9mc.edu. 

The  churches  on  the  list  below  are  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  associations  in  which  they 
hold  membership. 


Friendship,  Lincoln 


Bluff  Springs,  Webster 
Brush  Creek,  Alcorn 
Crooked  Creek,  Lawrence 
Damascus,  Franklin 
Euclatubba,  Lee 
High  Hill,  Smith 
Oax  Grove,  Simpson 
Pleasant  Ridge,  Chickasav 
Poplar  Springs,  Calhoun 
Shady  Grove,  Pontotoc 
Union,  Franklin 


Branch,  Scott 
Carmel,  Lawrence 
First  Boyle,  Mid-Delta 
First  Fulton,  Itawamba 
First  Long  Beach,  Gulf  Coast 
Foxworth,  Marion 
Holly  Grove,  Simpson 

{ayess,  Lawrence 
.uden,  Franklin 
McCall  Creek,  Franklin 
Pine  Grove,  Benton-Tlppah 
Pleasant  Valley,  Simpson 
Spring  Creek,  Neshoba 
Tuckers  Crossing,  Jones 
Weir,  Choctaw 
White  Bluff,  Marion 
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Antioch, Covington 
Beaverdam.  Smith 
Enon,  Walthall 
Eureka,  Rankin 
Falkner,  Benton-Tippah 
First  Hattiesburg,  Lebai 
Hermanville,  Union 
Johnson  Creek,  Greene 
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Missionaries  challenging  mistaken  beliefs 

S  NOTE;  This  year's  problem  forj'^theae  people.  91^ — TT* — ■ — — - 

Week  of  Prayer  for  International  Tht*y  have  the  knowledge,  but  J-  .  * 


BAPTISTS 


The  Second 
Front  Page 


On  a  mountaintop  overlook-  blessing  by  the  local  Catholic 
ing  the  adobe  homes  of  priest  and  a  procession  that  fol- 
Huancan£,  Peru,  Juan  Mamani  lows  the  statiora  of  the  cross, 
poured  beer  at  the  base  of  a  "You  have  elements  of 
six-foot  cross  bearing  the  Christianity,  and  yet,  that  cross 
,m2£e  °*  Jwu8  crudflecTbody.  really  represents  the  mountain 
The  act  wasn't  an  offering  to  spirit,"  Rick  says.  "It's  what 
Christ  but  to  the  wooden  cross  they  did  before  Catholicism; 
itself,  a  prelude  to  an  all-night,  they  just  slapped  a  cross  on  it." 
booze-fueled  party  known  as  In  order  to  lead  the  Aymara 
the  Cruz  de  Mayo  (Cross  of  to  genuine  faith,  Rick  and 
May).  It  was  also  a  physical  Kelly  believe  they  must  sepa- 
manifestation  of  the  spiritual  rate  the  worship  of  creation 
depravity  that  separates  Peru's  from  the  Creator  by  presenting 
Aymara  people  from  God.  an  undiluted  Gospel  message. 

Today  Mamani  climbs  that  Simple  Bible  studies  coupled 
same  mountain  for  an  entirely  with  the  Jesus  film  are  their 
different  reason.  Each  week,  the  primary  tools  for  evangelism. 
60-year-old  Aymaran  grandfa-  The  idea  is  to  start  Bible 
tner  makes  the  hour-and-a-half  studies  in  dozens  of  Aymara 
hike  over  its  summit  to  villages.  As  the  groups  grow 
Huancan^  where  he  meets  with  and  mature,  they  simultane- 
Rick  and  Kelly  Martinez.  ously  lay  the  groundwork  for 

Rick,  who  hails  from  Miami,  new  churches.  "You  have  to 
FI.,  and  Kelly,  a  native  of  chip  away  at  their  worldview 
Millington,  Tn.,  are  Southern  and  replace  it  with  truth,"  Rick 
Baptist  missionaries  working  says.  'It's  a  slow  process." 
to  spread  the  Gospel  and  plant  It  isn't  easy,  either.  Though  the 

churches  among  the  Aymara.  Martinezes  have  seen  some  suc- 
Two  years  ago,  the  Lord  used  cess,  the  Aymara's  resistance  to 
their  witness  to  lead  Mamani  the  Gospel  usually  has  more  to 
to  faith.  Now  Rick  is  discipling  do  with  lifestyle  than  theology, 
him  to  take  the  Good  News  to  "There  is  no  entertainment 
people.  here,  no  outlet,"  Rick 

With  Mamani's  help,  the  explains.  "The  one  time  that 
Martinezes  have  launched  the  Aymara  people  have  to  let 
three  new  Baptist  church  plants  loose  is  during  these  religious 
*n  the  past  three  years,  one  of  festivals,  which  are  basically 
which  Mamani  pastors.  It's  a  big  drunken  parties." 
good  start,  but  only  a  begin-  Once  the  parties  are  over, 
ning  for  the  Gospel  here.  most  Avmara  return  to  a  life 
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Jesus  Christ 


Requests  the 
Honor  of 
Your 

l  Presence 
W  in  Heaven! 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
with  God  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 

■ _  i..  •  v  * 


(I  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for 
sins  and  freedom  from  etc 
death.  (I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and 


sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (I 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 


The  executive  committee  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board  approves  three  new  employees  for  the  Mississippi  WMU: 
Kathy  Burns,  Women  on  Missions  and  Women's  Ministry;  Robin 
Keels,  Acteens/GA/Camp  Ministries;  and  Debbie  Sills,  Mission 
Friends /Communications  consultant. 


"But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name. "  (John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 


al  guidance 
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IBLIOC 


By  Charles  Marx.  1632  -  2004 
C  2005 


MHZ  FYIOI  MHITYCYZ 
LGQ,  IMRGHK,  GE  Gl 
TCGEEYH,  ELME  QMH 
ILMSS  HWE  SGAY  NR 
NCYMZ  MSWHY,  NOE  NR 


YAYCR  TWCZ  WU  KWZ. 


SODY  UWOC:  UWOC 


Clue.lmH  ’ 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  /antes  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial 
and  error.  Answer  to  last  week*  puzzle: 
loel  Two  Twenty-Six 


SERMON  MATERIAL 

For  years,  I  wondered  why 
people  always  were  talking 


ire 


I  ”  WW11WI  aw U1  UlCUl 

and  referring  to  their  antics 
was  because  the  grandparents 
thought  they  were  so  cute  and 
adorable,  bright  and  dever.  I 
discovered  that  is  not  really  the 
case.  The  reason  they  are 
telling  about  their  grandkids  is 
because  the  things  they  are 


mouth.  I  got  up,  washed  my  1  suppose  you  could  say  uniqueness  or  your  nte  iiw 

what^infiL  wn  MWkldered  }h«t. was  ^hatwas  hapoening  trutJv  is  that  J  you  fill  tha 
HnillL  d  ***  W*S  in  Acts  6:  The  church  was  opening  some  people  may  b< 

domgtoane.  experiencing  internal  strife.  aP  shocked,  Wined,  anc 

about 'It  b'thJ 2ET  ^"if  Divisions  w*re  «PPf  wnt  dis-  shaken  as  1  was  when  ] 
uKSfwLUJS*  ZrZI  />e0p,5  f^reemkent8  were  de*P'  *nd  received  a  mouthful  of  broom 
Trontul  to  **  lnd  t&ou8i»  prayer  and  the  guid-  That  is  all  right  because  they 

liS?9!  “5  *nce  of  ,  "?,y  SFirit  men  wiU  over‘t  «nd  in  time  yoj 

««•  YV?  **^r  jv°u,d.  h**r  were  sheeted  who  could  will  be  a  great  blessine  * 

OuSiL'*  5h£ught  *■* lt  •  bring  stability  to  the  church  So  today,  keep  your  eves 

SireU3°h*b°UtrtL.Iit  *nd  giveT/ocus  *®  their  mis-  'vide  openy  and  ff  you  catch 
JSS SLf  SSL  S,on  j  Thf  e«rJy  beacons  somebody  nearby  yawning, 

find.  One  of  his  seemed  to  have  been  chosen  grab  your  broom  or  whatever 

uf° 3*"*$  *°  metl  y°u  fi**  •»  »  is  that  God  has  given  you 

about  the  broom  jn  the  mouth  opening,  fill  it  and  when  uou  ftnfannnZ 

fTinnP^TK  Jt  w^s  ,  No  doubt,  many  of  you  ing,  fill  it 

funny.  Then  she  nad  the  have  stepped  up  to  do  the  - - 

Sffndl?  HV.  SSSSli  **jt_  *?  nnusual,  the  extraordinary,  The  author  cert  be  contacted  at 

ZSStt^hST^X  *nd  Wn  **  uni<>u*  *"d  if-lr-IOmbcb  org. 

sermons.  According  to  her  it  - - - - 

_ ■  j _ _ .ii  ®  i.i  ...  4 


stun  you  for  a  moment  and 
then  you  evaluate  what  was 
said  or  what  happened. 

for  instance,  recently  I  was 
keeping  one  of  the  younger 
grandkids  and  he,  like  all  of  five 
rest  of  "grand-younguns,"  is 
full  of  himself  and  maybe  with 
a  double  portion  of  fullness. 
His  mind  always  seems  to  be  in 
gear  and  his  body  always 
seems  to  be  in  motion.  I  was 
watching  him,  or  I  was  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  taking  care  of  him 
and  I  thought  everything  was 
under  control.  I  was  sitting  in 
an  easy  chair  watching  him 
sweep  around  cm  five  floor  with 
a  broom.  It  was  simply  his 
activity  of  the  moment.  He 
seemed  to  be  having  fun  and 
did  not  realize  that  sweeping 
the  floor  was  actually  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  work.  He  was  a 
busy  little  fellow  and  was  not 
bothering  anybody,  including 
me.  At  one  point,  I  leaned  back 
in  my  chair  and  yawned  a  huge 
yawn.  As  I  did  sc*  all  of  a  sud¬ 
den  the  shock  came.  My  gap¬ 
ing,  wide-open  mouth  was 
filled  with  the  straw  business 
end  of  the  broom.  I  am  talking 
about  him  just  shoving  the 
thing  right  into  my  mouth. 
Since  I  was  not  expecting  any¬ 
thing  like  that  at  au,  I  was  sur¬ 
prised,  shocked,  and  when  I 

Kmy  eyes  opened  and  saw 
broom  —  five  dirty  end  of 
the  broom  —  I  was  not  particu¬ 
larly  happy.  I  spit  sputtered, 
and  tried  to  be  as  calm  as  pos¬ 
sible  to  ask,  "What  are  you 
doing?"  My  grandson  did  not 
answer.  I  guess  he  thought 
that  I  was  not  too  bright  ff  I 
could  not  figure  out  that  he 
was  sticking  a  broom  in  my 


struggled 

grandmothers,  upon  hearing 
about  the  broom  in  five  mourn 
incident  at  first  thought  it  was 
funny.  Then  she  had  the 
audacity  to  suggest  that  it 
sounded  like  somethin v  that 


willing  to  be  used  to  fill  a  gap¬ 
ing  hole.  Sometimes  those 

5  openings  are  in  Sunday 

School,  choir,  to  touch  some¬ 
one's  life  in  a  critical  time,  or 
maybe  to  answer  the  call  to  be 
.  ..  _  on  mission  for  Jesus.  There 

Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer  *ne  a  thousand  different  ways 

Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 

to  fill  not  with  the  straw  end 
of  a  broom,  but  with  the 
I  suppose  you  could  say  uniqueness  of  your  life.  The 

that  was  what  was  happening  truth  is  that  if  you  fill  that 

in  Acts  6.  The  church  was  opening  some  people  may  be 

experiencing  internal  strife,  as  shocked,  stunned,  and 

Divisions  were  apparent  dis-  shaken  as  I  was  when  I 

agreements  were  deep,  and  received  a  mouthful  of  broom 
through  prayer  and  the  guid-  That  is  all  right  because  they 
ance  of  the  Holy  Spirit  men  will  get  over  it  and  in  time  you 
were  selected  who  could  will  be  a  great  blessing, 
bring  stability  to  the  church  So  today,  keep  your  eyes 
and  give  focus  to  their  mis-  wide  open  and  if  you  catch 
sion.  The  early  deacons  somebody  nearby  yawnine 

SPP m pc'!  fn  KlVA  KiVivn  rkACon  L _ - _ _  _  »  _  « 


Fab  your  broom  or  whatever 
is  that  God  has  given  you 

then  you  fine  an  open - 


and  when  you 
ing,  fill  it 


would  go  something  like  this. 
The  Lord  would  teff  us,  token 
you  find  an  opening,  fill  it 
In  the  days  that  followed  I 
reflected  on  not  only  five  inci¬ 
dent,  but  the  theological 
implications  that  were  there 
ana  came  to  five  conclusion 
that  my  grandson  was  only 
acting  out  of  a  right  spiritual 
impulse.  Think  about  it!  That 
is  indeed  what  Isaiah  did 
when  he  heard  five  voice  from 
heaven  saying,  "Whom  shall  I 
send?  And  who  will  go  for 
us?"  And  Isaiah  said,  ^Here 
am  l  send  me!"  I  thought 
about  sermon  titles:  A  Nation 
in  Need,  God  is  Looking  for  a 
Willing  Servant,  The 
Opportunity  to  Make  a 
Difference,  and  When  You 
Find  an  Opening,  Fill  It.  I 
suppose  you  could  say  that 
was  what  was  happening 
when  the  little  boy  presented 
nis  lunch  to  Jesus.  There  were 
thousands  of  hungry  people, 
a  Savior  who  was  capable  of 
making  a  miracle  happen. 


m*k*ng  •  miracle  happen, 
and  a  little  boy  who  was  will¬ 
ing  to  be  a  part  of  touching 
the  multitude.  When  you  find 
an  opening,  fill  it. 


l&Wlty  CW  Bum,  not 
up  with  safety  issue*.  legs 
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For  the  second  year  in  a  row 
Mississippi  College  was  ranked 
sixth  among  Great  Schools. 
Great  Prices  ter  the  South  s  Best 
UniversMes-Master's 


•  Over  80  areas  of  study 
•16  Division  HI  teams 

•  Member  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  since  1850 

•  One  o#  the  lowest  student-faculty 
ratios  anywhere 


e  College 

A  CHRISTIAN  UNIVERSITY 

•  • 

Find  faith.  Find  family.  Find  your  future. 
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Missionaries  reaching  Quilombolas  through  heritage 

EDITOR'S  NOTE :  Thu  year's  Quilombola  villages  to  teach.  In  Local  believer  I  nHBrmiHHi 


}  focuses 

on  missionaries  who  serve  in 
South  America  as  well  as  churches 
partnering  with  them,  exemplify¬ 
ing  the  global  outreach  supported 
by  Southern  Baptists'  gifts  to  the 
Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering. 
This  year's  theme  is  "Go  Tell  the 
story  of  Jesus." 

RECIFE,  Brazil  (BP)  —  The 
teacher  leans  over  Edinaldo's 
desk,  glancing  over  the  boy's 
shoulder  as  ne  fills  in  tne 
blanks  on  his  worksheet.  The 
air  is  thick  and  stagnant  inside 
the  cement  schootnouse,  and 
Edinaldo  is  the  only  child  left  to 
complete  his  coursework 
before  the  summer  break. 

Playful  shrieks  break  the 
silence  as  children  play  games  in 
the  grass  outside  the  building. 
Even  though  Edinaldo  is  staying 
after  school  today,  his  education 
will  most  likely  conclude  with 
the  same  grade  level  as  die  rest 
of  the  children  growing  up  in  the 
quilombo  (village) — grade  four. 

Unlike  his  students,  Ivanilson 
Assis  Costa  had  die  rare  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  continue  his  education 
beyond  the  fourth  grade.  When 
Costa  traveled  30  kilometers 
from  his  village  to  complete 
grades  five  through  eight  he 
didn't  plan  on  returning  to 


Quilombola  villages  to  teach.  In 
fact  when  Coma  became  a 
Christian  12  years  ago,  he  felt 
God  calling  Kim  to  tne  mission 
field  but  rather  than  traveling  to 

a  foreign  country  to  share  Christ 
Costa  soon  realized  God  was 
calling  him  bade  to  the  quilom- 
bos  of  Brazil  to  share  the  tk»pel 
with  his  own  people. 

"I  never  imagined  God 
would  use  me  right  here  where 
I  was,"  Costa  says. 

Keith  and  Droorah  Jefferson 
from  First  Church,  Houston, 
Texas,  serve  as  International 
Mission  Board  strategy  coordina¬ 
tors  for  the  Quilombolas  but  dis¬ 
tance,  bad  roads,  and  heavy  rains 
prevent  them  from  living  among 
me  Quilombolas  full  time. 

Tne  Quilombolas  are  descen- 
dents  of  fugitive  African  slaves. 
It  was  the  Quilombolas'  her¬ 
itage  along  with  their  lack  of 
access  to  tne  Gospel  that  piqued 
die  interest  of  missionaiy  Keith 
Jefferson,  himself  an  African- 
American,  and  ultimately  led 
him  to  be  a  strategy  coordinator 
for  die  people  group. 

Pastor  Edson  Oleivero  of 
First  Baptist  Missionaiy 
Church  in  Cachoaira,  Bahia,  is 
determined  to  break  through 
the  barriers  of  isolation  by 
working  with  die  Jefiersons  to 
send  volunteers  into  die  vil¬ 
lages  surrounding  Cachoaira. 


Local  believer 
Geralda  Santos 
Sousa  spends 
four  days  of  the 
week  living 
among  the 
Quilombolas  of 
Cazinhas.  "There 
is  no  better  way 
to  reach  the 
Quilombolas 
than  to  be  with 
the  people," 
Sousa  says.  "To 
live  with  the 
people,  to  suffer 
with  the  people, 
to  so  through  the 
difficulties  that 
they  go  through 
and  identify  with 
them  the  same 
way  that  Christ 
identified  with 
man." 

After  an  hour- 
long  ride 


PRAISING  GOD  —  Missionaries  Keith  and  Deborah  Jefferson  lead  an 
impromptu  worship  service  for  the  Quilombola  people  of  Brazil,  descendents 
of  fugitive  African  slaves.  It  was  the  Quilombolas'  heritage  and  lack  of  access 
to  the  Gospel  that  piqued  missionary  Keith  Jefferson's  interest  and  ultimately 
through  bumpy  led  him  to  be  a  strategy  coordinator  for  the  people  group.  (IMB  photo) 

dirt  roads  and  - 

mountainous 


terrain,  Sousa  steps  out  of  the 
cramped  backseat  of  a  pickup 
truck  to  greet  the  people  of 
Cazinhas  with  a  smile.  Dusk 
overtakes  the  village,  but  a 
stream  of  light  pours  from  the  have  a  price,"  she  says. 

open  windows  of  the  church  - 

where  Sousa  regularly  meets  To  learn  more  about  b 
with  Quilombolas  for  worship,  involved  in  reaching 


She  knows  the  roads  back 
through  the  mountains  will  be 
difficult  to  travel  tonight,  but 
she  isn't  worried.  "The  growth 
of  the  kingdom  of  God  doesn't 


Sout, 


l 


America  for  Christ,  go  to  samre- 
gion.org.  Visit  going.imb.org  for 
general  volunteer  opportunities. 
Gifts  to  the.  Lottie  Moon 
Christmas  Offering  provide  vital 
support  to  the  International 
Mission  Board's  more  than 
5,300  missionaries  worldwide, 
including  the  Jeffersons. 


Deaf  people  a  precious  ministry 

WaKy  ’of  S warmer's 


EDITOR’S  NOTE:  This  year's  Week  of 
Prayer  for  Intematidnal  Missions,  Nov.  30- 
Dec.  7,  focuses  on  missionaries  who  serve  in 
South  America 


as  well  as  churches  partner - 

_ !•/  • _ .1  .  _ i 


t  years  in 
tne  deaf's 


IS 


r's  theme  is  "Go  tell  the  s 
ational  offering  goat  $170  mill 


Uffenng.  Ill i 
torn  of  Jesus, 
nillion. 


MONTEVIDEO,  Uruguay  (BP)  — 
As  the  congregation  begins  to  sing, 
the  only  sound  is  a  faint  murmur. 
Suddenly,  the  loud  pounding  of  a 
bongo  drum  shatters  tne  quiet. 

Eyes  closed,  a  stout,  balding  man 
sways  to  the  vibrations  of  the  drum. 
While  others  clap,  each  to  his  or  her 
own  internal  beat,  he  mouths  the 
words  to  a  praise  song  as  he  leads  the 
"singing"  at  Comunidad  Cristiana 
para  Sordos  (Christian  Community 
tor  Deaf)  in  Montevideo,  Uruguay. 

Much  has  changed  for  Uruguay's 
deaf  population  in  recent  decades.  In  a 
country  that  once  forbade  its  deaf  to  use 
sign  language  and  forced  them  to  read 
lips  and  speak,  this  people  group  is  now 
free  to  worship  with  their  hands. 

Mary  Swanner,  International 
Mission  Board  strategy  coordinator 
for  the  deaf  of  Uruguay,  has  been 
instrumental  in  that  change.  For  more 
than  20  years,  she  has  taught  the  deaf 
about  Jesus  by  using  sign  language. 

Most  of  Uruguay's  deaf  grew  up 
without  Christian  influences,  such  as 
church  or  parental  teaching.  The  older 
generation  is  especially  resistant  fo 
the  Gospel.  Some  still  refuse  to  sign 
because  it  was  once  seen  as  a  weak¬ 
ness.  Most  of  them  are  nonliterate. 


first 

UruguaV  were  spent  gaining 
trust.  "The  deal  culture  worldwide  is 
practically  dosed  to  hearing  people.  It 
takes  a  lot  to...  enter  into  the  community, 
let  alone  to  be  accepted,"  Swanner  says. 

Secularism  and  affluence  have  made 
Uruguay  one  of  the  least  evangelized 
countries  in  South  America.  These  fac¬ 
tors  make  reaching  the  deaf  population 
with  the  Gospel  even  more  challenging. 

"Every  deaf  community  takes  on  the 
characteristics  of  the  country  they  are  in," 
Swanner  says.  "Uruguayans  in  general 
are  hard  to  reach  for  Quist;  the  deaf  com¬ 
munity  is  [harder].  On  top  of  this. . .  deaf 
are  suspicious  of  hearing  people  and  their 
motives  for  getting  dose  to  them.  All  this 
compounds  tne 'resistance  to  die  Gospel." 

For  several  years,  Swanner  ana  her 
team  did  not  see  any  results  from  their 
ministry  but  a  breakthrough  came  six 
years  ago  when  Swanner  attended  a 
deaf  summit  in  the  United  States.  "I  was 
able  to  see  what  deaf  church  was  really 
like,"  Swannef  recalls.  "We...  learned 
that  just  putting  an  interpreter  [in 
churcn]  is  not -the  answer,  espedally  in 
countries  wheie  die  deaf  do  not  have 
an; 

attending  a  church  with  interpr 
sign  language  alone  understand  only 
two  percent  ctf  the  message.  However, 
their  understanding  increases  to  100% 
when  the  entire  worship  service  includ¬ 
ing  die  sermort  is  in  sign  language. 

Following  die  summit,  Swanner  and 
her  team  began  to  plant  deaf  churches 
where  die  deaf  "teach,  pray,  lead  their 
own  praise  with  a  drum  instead  of  piano 
or  guitar  —  and  no  more  interpretations." 


to  Uruguay  missionary  couple 


TEACHING  DISCIPLESHIP  — 

P 

verses, 


jleship  group  for  the  deaf 
rerses,  Bible  stories,  and  how 


Swanner  organized  a  group  of  part¬ 
nerships  with  nearing  workers  assisting 
deaf  leaders  from  existing  churches.  The 
hearing  group  is  known  in  English  as 
Inspired  Hands  in  Support  of  the  Deaf. 

''Those  in  MIAS  nave  a  clear  vision 


partic¬ 
ipants  in  the  body  of  Christ  and  not  just 
spectators,"  Swanner  says.  "We  rlortcd 
with  one  church;  today  there  are  [nviny]. 
Others  have  deaf  Christiana  [who]  are... 
waiting  to  be  baptized  to  form  a  church." 


challenge 
(though  d 

churches  are  needed  all  over  the  coun¬ 
try,  eight  of  19  provinces  have  none. 

To  learn  more  about  becoming  involved 
in  reaching  South  America  for  Christ,  go  to 
samregion.org.  Visit  going.tmb.org  for  gen¬ 
eral  volunteer  opportunities.  Gifts  to  the 
Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering  provide 
vital  support  to  the  International  Mission 
Board's  more  than  5,300  missionaries 
worldwide,  including  the  Sumnners. 
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1.  First  Church,  Mathiston 
celebrated  the  payoff  of 
Jeir  new  sanctuary  Sept. 
21  with  a  note  burning  cer¬ 
emony.  Shown  are  pastor 


Gilliland,  Don  Bruce, 
Barbara  Henry,  Jimmy  Doss 
and  Todd  Brown. 

2.  Twelve  GAs  from  West 
Marks  Church,  North 
Delta  Association,  earned 
95  badges  for  the  2008  year. 
John  Shackleford,  pastor. 

t'P- .  -  d  .  ' 

3-  D«r  Creek  Church, 
Oxford,  ordained  !***»«« 


6.  Salem  Church  dedication 


1.  First  Church  Mathiston 


Shown  are  Sam  Waller, 
Ch  I  ^  aiW*  Pa8tor 


4.  Kar 


Olivia 


Id 


2.  GAs  from  West  Marks  Church,  North  Delta 


Holman,  Destiny  Wallace, 
and  Chelsev  Clinean  frnm 


-  urch  partici 
Sa  Day  Aug.  2. 

5.  Flowood  Church,  Flowood, 
will  present  I'll  Be  Home  for 
Christmas  Dec.  6  -  7, 6  p.m. 

6.  Salem  Church,  Lake,  held 
a  ^^cshon  for  their  recent 
addition  of  a  playground 
and  parking  lot.  Shown  is 
pastor  Larry  Duncan  and 
the  congregation. 

7.  Sodety  Hill  Church, 
Oalcvalt,  will  host  Ann 
Downing  in  concert  Dec.  7, 
6  p.m. 

«  *  V 

8.  Oak  Grove  Church,  i^Wfr 
honored  pastor  Paul  Earlev 


Pastor  Appreciation  Day. 
The  couple  received  a  mon- 
etary  pft,  a  commemora¬ 
tive  cake,  and  a  potted 
plant. 

»  /r 

9.  Bethel  Church,  Bogue 
Chitto,  celebrated  100  years 
®*}Dct.  5.  Randy  Lew  man. 


8.  The  Earleys 


3*  Redding  oediiuition 


nx>m  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Historical  commis¬ 
sion  to  Bernice  Adams,  old¬ 
est  member,  George  Moak, 
oldest  deacon,  and  pastor 
Jeff  Davis. 

'  .  -T*- 

10.  The  youth  of  Mt  Olive 
Church,  Baldwyn,  recently 
held  a  celebration  for  the 
veterans  or  widows  of  vet¬ 
erans  and  their  families. 
The  youth  cooked  break¬ 
fast,  and  die  worship  ser¬ 
vice  was  a  tribute  to  veter¬ 
ans  with  special  music, 
videos,  and  gifts.  Shown 


9.  Bethel  Church  100th  anniversary 


Jackson,  MS  39295 


0.  ML  Olive  Church  veterans  recognition 
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Missionary  utilizing  language  skills  to  cross  barriers 


EDITOR'S  NOTE:  This  year's 
Week  of  Prayer  for  International 
Missions,  Nov.  30-Dec.  7,  focuses 
on  missionaries  who  serve  in 
South  America  as  well  as  church- 


the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas 
Offering.  This  year's  theme  is  “Go 
tell  the  story  of  ]esu$.“  National 
offering  goal:  SI  70  million. 

RIO  DE  JANEIRO,  Brazil 
(BP)  —  When  Phil  and  Donya 
Kesler  started  language  school 
in  Campinas,  Brazil,  in  the  late 
1990s,  neither  knew  a  word  of 
Portuguese.  After  the  first  few 
months  of  study,  Phil  was  flu¬ 
ent,  Donya  recalls,  so  he  head¬ 
ed  to  the  favelas  (slums)  of  the 
city  with  their  then  9-year-old 
daughter  Anna  in  tow  to  start  a 
Portuguese-speaking  church. 

They  began  a  Bible  study  in 
a  home  before  moving  to  a 
school.  Anna  taught  children 
not  much  younger  than  her¬ 
self  Bible  stories,  while  her 
dad  shared  the  Gospel  with 
adults.  Soon  Phil  began  invit¬ 
ing  fellow  language  school 
students  to  practice  their  lan¬ 
guage  skills  oy  teaching  Bible 
studies  to  the  congregation. 

Two  years  later  when  the 
Keslers  returned  to  Campinas 
to  visit,  Uie  church  was  still 
thriving  with  an  attendance 
of  150  people. 


STORYING  CLASS  —  Missionary  Phil  Kesler  (facing  class)  teaches  how  to  use  a  storying  cloth  at  the  Desperta  pelo  Brasil  (Wake 
Up,  Brazil)  missions  conference  in  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil.  Kesler  leads  a  breakout  session  on  the  challenge  of  reaching  the  many 
etnnic  groups  of  Brazil  with  the  Gospel.  (IMB  photo) 


For  more  than  a  decade, 
Phil's  gift  for  learning  languages 
has  contributed  to  his  success  in 
training  Brazilian  missionaries 
in  cross-cultural  outreach.  He 
can  read,  write,  and  speak 
Portuguese,  Arabic,  French, 
Chinese,  and  Spanish,  as  well  as 
read  and  write  Greek  and 


Hebrew.  He  has  written  Gospel 
tracts  in  Arabic,  Chinese, 
Spanish,  and  Portuguese. 

This  yeaii  Phil  began  serving 
as  he  Brazilian  Home  Mission 
Board's  ethnic  ministries  coordi¬ 
nator  leading  evangelism  cours¬ 
es  at  Wake  Up  Brazil  home  mis¬ 
sion  conferences  throughout  the 


13.  Highland  Church  deacon  ordination 


14.  Lakeshore  Church  Nativity  Drive-Through 


11.  Sallis  Church,  Sallis,  will 
host  The  Boatman  Family 
and  Friends  Nov.  30,  5  p.m. 

12.  Moselle  Memorial  Church, 

{ones  County  Association, 
•roke  ground  on  heir  new 
family  life  center  Nov.  16. 
Participating  were  Brian 
Phillips,  John  Dell  Hucabee, 
Fenton  Koehler  Samee 
Spalding;  Eileen  Smith, 
Bobby  Thompson,  Keith 
Thompson,  Charles  Ormon, 
Danny  Shows,  Larry 
Robinson,  Max  Robinson, 
and  Greg  Thames. 

13.  Highland  Church,  lackson, 
recently  ordained  Drew 
Hall  as  deacon.  Shown  are 
three  generations  of  Halls 
serving  as  deacon:  Ricky 
Hall,  Hall,  pastor  Clin 
Shipp,  and  J.B.  Hall. 

14.  Lakeshore  Church, 

Jackson,  is  presenting  its 
11th  annual  Nativity  Drive- 
Through,  Dec.  5-6,  6:30  - 
8:30  p.m.  at  the  church. 
Shown  is  a  Scene  from  last 
year's  presentation. 

15.  The  choir  and  orchestra  of 
Main  Street  Church, 
Hattiesburg,  is  presenting 
The  Glory  of  Christmas 
Dec.  7,  3  p.m. 


country.  "We  have  [ethnic  min¬ 
istries  f  going  on  all  over  the 
country,  but  not  as  much  as  I 
would  like,"  says  Phil,  a  Virginia 
native.  "This  is  why  I  am  going 
around  the  country  teaching. 

"I  am  working  on  a  five-year 
plan  to  select,  train,  and  super¬ 
vise  up  to  20  new  Brazflian 
missionaries  that  will  work 
with  ethnic  and  immigrant 
groups  —  Chinese,  Japanese, 
Arabs  —  in  the  nation." 

His  love  for  reaching  these 
groups  grew,  he  says,  over  the 
seven  years  he  and  his  family 
lived  in  Foz  do  Igua^u.  The  city 
is  located  at  the  Trfplice 
Fronteira  (Triple  Frontier)  in 
south  Brazil,  an  area  suscepti¬ 
ble  to  black  market  dealings 
where  the  borders  of  Brazil, 
Paraguay  and  Argentina  meet. 

Word  quickly  Spread  that 
Phil  was  reaching  out  to  differ¬ 
ent  ethnicities  there  and  starting 
churches  among  them.  "Many 
pastors...  knew  someone  who 
wanted  to  be  trained,"  explains 
Donya,  a  native  of  Alabama. 
"That's  how  the  whole  [min¬ 
istry]  team  was  formed.  God 
just  did  it,  just  word  of  mouth." 


Phil  began  taking  other 
believers  with  him  when  he 
spoke  in  house  churches.  The 
believers  observed  his  preach¬ 
ing,  then  gradually  began  to 
lead  the  churches.  A  national 
believer  guided  the  established 
church  while  Phil  started  anoth¬ 
er  one,  in  a  strategy  called 
Churches  MultiplyingChurches 
(Igrejas  Multiphcando  Igrejas). 

The  churcn-planting  strategy 
encourages  U.S.  and  Brazilian 
conventions,  associations,  and 
churches  to  adopt  people  groups 
and  populations  in  Brazil. 

"Brazil  is  the  next  major  coun¬ 
try,  we  believe,  to  send  waves  of 
missionaries  to  help  [spread]  the 
Gospel  from  the  unreached 
places  in  Brazil  to  the  farthest 
nations  on  eardv"  Phil  says. 


7b  learn  more  about  becoming 
involved  in  reaching  South 

i*  /-*•  .  _______ 


America  for  Christ,  go  to  samre- 
gion.org.  Visit  going.imb.org  for 
general  volunteer  opportunities. 
Gifts  to  the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas 
Offering  provide  xrital  support  to 
the  International  Mission  ward's 
more  than  5,300  missionaries 
worldwide,  including  the  Keslers. 
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For  missionary  in  Brazil,  truck  windows 

EDITOR'S  NOTE:  This  year's  Ramona  and  their  two  children.  - 

Week  of  Prayer  for  International  With  frequent  shoo  touts, 

Missions.  Nov  30-Dec.  7.  focuses  prostitution,  and  drug  traf- 
on  missionaries  who  serve  in  ticking  in  the  streets,  the 


on  missionaries  who  serve  in  ticking  in  the  streets,  the 
South  America  as  well  as  church -  slums  are  no  place  for  chil¬ 
es  partnering  urith  them,  exempli-  dren  but  Erie  came  this 
tying  the  global  outreach  support-  evening  with  the  sole  purpose 
ed  by  Southern  Baptists'  gifts  to  of  sharing  the  Gospel  with  the 
the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  kids  there.  “If  you  can  reach 
Offering.  This  year's  theme  is  “Go  those  kids,“  he  says,  “you  can 
tell  the  Storu  of  lesus."  National  rhanee  that  npiohlvirhnrut  * 


Rio  DE  JANEIRO,  Brazil  (BP) 
—Eric  Reese  taps  on  the  interior 
ceiling  light,  illuminating  the  cab 
of  his  Chevy  pickup.  The 
International  Mission  Board  mis¬ 
sionary  doesn't  need  to  see  inside 
his  vehicle,  but  after  six  years  of 
working  with  the  urban  poor  in 
the  favelas  (slums)  of  Rio  de 
Janeiro,  Brazil,  he  knows  hose 
outside  the  cab  need  to  see  in. 

Eric  slows  the  truck  to  a 
stop.  A  man  steps  toward  the 
open,  driver-side  window  and 
cocks  an  AK-47.  “Calma, 
calm  a,"  Eric  says.  "We  just  fin¬ 
ished  an  evangelistic  presenta¬ 
tion.  We're  just  leaving." 

When  the  traficante  (drug 
dealer)  steps  away  from  the  win¬ 
dow  and  waves  him  on,  Eric 
puts  the  truck  in  gear  and  moves. 

It's  9:20  p.m.  With  his  truck 
windows  open,  Eric  can't  mis¬ 
take  the  sound  of  gunshots 
echoing  through  five  fa  vela  as 
he  heads  home  to  his  wife 


1  am.  that  Eric 


receives  a  phone  call,  identifying 
the  shots  ne  heard  as  those  of  a 
drug  dealer  protecting  his  turf. 
Sitting  at  his  computer  in  the  wee 
hours;  Eric  will  read  the  latest 
headlines  about  a  shootout  that 
began  in  the  "City  of  God"  with 
the  distant  shots  he  heard  earlier. 

"I  believe  that  God  honored 
our  presence  here,"  says  Eric, 
who  is  from  Sherwood  Church 
in  Albany,  Ga.  "If  God  can  open 
the  water  of  the  Red  Sea  and 
say,  'My  people  pass  through,' 
God  can  say,  Vail  will  not  fight 
now.'  I  think  the  grace  of  God 
said  'Calma.'  I  believe  that." 

Sherwood  Church  is  the 
Southern  Baptist  church  that  has 
produced  the  popular  Christian 
movies.  Fireproof,  Facing  the 
Giants,  and  Flywheel. 

Eric's  work  for  fire  day  is 
done,  but  his  work  in  the  slum 
communities  of  Rio  de  Janeiro 
is  far  from  finished.  “In  these 
communities,  it's  an  ugly  evil 
you've  got  to  deal  with,"  he 
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1.  The  Howards 


2.  The  Buchanans 


1.  Barton  Church,  Lucedale,  has  called  Brad  Howard  as  pastor. 
He  is  shown  with  his  wife  Allyson  and  children  Ben  andAbby. 

2.  Jim  Buchanan  is  retiring  from  the  ministry  after  34  years  of  ser¬ 
vice.  Buchanan  has  padored  four  churches  in  Mississippi.  He 
is  shown  with  his  wteSherrill. 
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Design  &  Integration  of  Professional  Audio,  Video,  A  Lighting 
Church,  Conference  Room,  School 
Equipment  sales,  service  and  installation 

IVooper  Hates  P.O.  Box  1575  Ph  601-923-9947 
info@msaudiollc.com  Clinton,  MS  39060  Fax  601-924-2880 


The  Baptist  Record 


REACHING  KIDS  -  International  Mission  Board  missionary  Eric  Reese  (right)  is  strategy  coordina¬ 
tor  tor  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil,  and  plants  churches  among  the  urban  poor.  With  frequent  shootouts, 
prostitution,  and  dmg  trafficking  in  the  streets,  the  slums  are  no  place  for  children  but  Reese  believes, 
If  you  can  reach  those  kids,  you  can  change  that  neighborhood."  (IMB  photo) 


says,  "but  you've  just  got  to 
deal  with  it.  We  can't  stand  here 
and  just  let  these  people  shoot 
and  kill  each  other  without  die 
Gospel  being  preached." 

Seeing  past  the  violence  and 
corruption  of  life  in  die  favelas  is 
an  ongoing  challenge,  but  the 
same  self-destruction  that  hin¬ 
ders  some  from  coming  to  Christ 
is  precisely  what  compels  the 
Reeses  to  share  in  earnest. 
"Communicating  die  Gospel 


until  tomorrow,"  Eric  says. 
"You've  got  to  share  it  with  diem 
today  because  you  don't  know 
what  their  tomorrow  holds." 

Pastor  Javier  Ysuiza  of 
Central  Baptist  Church  in  Rio 
de  Janeiro  understands  this 
sense  of  urgency.  He  is  work¬ 
ing  to  plant  another  Baptist 
church  in  the  heart  of  the 


GRACE  8APTTST  CHURCH,  BRANDON, 

Miss.,  is  accepting  resumes  for  a  full¬ 
time  minister  of  music  and  youth.  We 
are  a  church  of  1 75  that  needs  to  be 
500.  If  this  challenge  excites  you, 
please  send  resume  to  P.O.  Box  398, 
Brandon,  MS  39043  or  email  to 
jeffOgracebaptistonline.net. 

»IG  LEVEL  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
Wiggins,  Miss.,  is  seeking  a  part-time 
youth  minister.  Please  send  resume  to 
the  youth  minister  search  committee, 
Big  Level  Baptist  Church,  1346  City 
Bridge  Rd.,  Wiggins  MS  39577. 
FULL-T1MF  PASTOR:  FBC,  PEARL, 
Miss.,  is  seeking  a  full-time  pastor. 
Please  submit  resume  to  FBC  of  Pearl, 
pastor  search  team,  405  N.  Bierdeman 
Rd  ,  Pearl,  MS  39208 
OAK  HILL  |.C.  OF  MERIDIAN, 
Miss.,  is  looking  for  a  part-time  minln- 
ster  of  youth.  Contact  601-482-5583 
or  Mike.OHBCOcomcast.net. _ 


Morton,  Miss.,  it  seeking  a  part-time 
youth  director  or  minister  with  poten¬ 
tial  for  growth.  Please  send  resume  to 
search  committee,  2221  Hwy  13 
South,  Morton,  MS  39117. 


favela.  "Even  though  this  par¬ 
ticular  location  is  the  most 
dangerous  in  the  area,  this  is 
the  exact  reason  why  I  need  to 
be  here,"  Javier  9ays. 

Believers  step  past  a  drug 
dealer  with  a  gun  slung  over  ms 
shoulder  outside  Missao  Batista 
Reviver.  They  gather  to  pray 
inside  this  Baptist  church,  the 
third  to  open  its  doors  in  the 
City  of  God.  Javier  prays  along¬ 
side  fellow  believers  for  the 
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transform  lives  here.  For  him,  in 
spite  of  the  violence  outside 
these  walls,  the  church  cannot  be 
confined  to  diem.  It  is  what 
believers  do  with  the  Gospel 
once  they  leave  the  security  of 
the  church  that  matters  most 
When  26-yetUHold  Ciro  Mantes 
asked  Eric  for  help  in  2003  to 
establish  a  dub  for  young 
Christian  singles,  he  immediately 
agreed.  After  many  of  the  young 
people  there  began  to  be  receptive 
to  the  Gospel  Eric  challengeaCiro 
to  take  the  GoBpel  bo  the  streets. 


When  Ciro  asked  to  borrow 
blood  pressure  cuffs,  haircut¬ 
ting  scissors,  and  sound  equip¬ 
ment  Eric  was  curious.  It  was¬ 
n't  until  he  went  into  the  favela 
to  help  that  he  understood 
what  the  young  people  were 
doing.  By  offering  free  haircuts, 
blood  pressure  readings,  and 
other  social  services,  the  young 
people  offered  residents  an 
evangelistic  presentation. 

"I  was  just  about  knocked 
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what  the  life  of  a  missionary  is 
all  about;  influencing  the 
national  to  do  what  he  has  die 
God-given  ability  to  do." 


To  learn  more  about  becoming 
involved  in  reaching  South 
America  for  Christ,  go  to  samre- 
gion.org.  Visit  going.imb.org  for 
general  volunteer  opportunities. 
Gifts  to  the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas 
Offering  provide  vital  support  to 
the  International  Mission  Board’s 
more  than  5,300  missionaries 
worldwide,  including  the  Reeces. 


DISCOVER  HOW  TO  USE  LIFE 
Insurance  while  you're  alive!  Learn 
the  little  know  secrets  that  most  agents 
don't  know.  Protect  your  family  and 
assets  24/7.  Free  report,  800-443- 
0641.  Leaacy4nsurance  Agency.  PtLC. 
CABIN  INtjjcni^NBURdFol  RENT 
2  bedim  2  bagv,  full  kitchen.  Great  view 
of  National  park.  $95.(Xynite.  Call  far 
Information  ill -855-4469  or  832-922- 
0401/0141.  Email  Ddhv4760«att.net. 
FOR 

supplement*  Major  Medical  & 
Group  Health  Insurance  plans  as 
well  as  homp  and  auto.  Call  Turner 
Insurance,  1*800-541-8196  or  visit 
www.tumerlpsuranceonline.rnm. 

I  AM  A  BI-VOCATIONAL  PASTOR 
planting  a  church  in  Fbarl,  Miss,  doing 
*maH  A  large  jobs  to  support  my  ministry. 
Specializing  in:  vinyl  sidir*,  sunrooms, 
metal  roofs,  house  washing,  patio  covers, 
etc.  Call  Rev.  lames  Thompson  at  601850- 
9620  or  601  -932-3979. 


CLARK  AUCTIONS!  PERSONAL  ESTATES, 
business  liquidations  and  real  estate.  We 
sell  In  30  days.  Nick  dark.  R.E.  broker,  auc¬ 
tioneer,  #1145.  Call  601-317-2536, 
www.nidadarfcauctlona.com. 

STAINED  GLASSWORKS,  INC, serviri 
MS  A  AL  since  1992.  Call  800605-2970. 

SIDING,  JACKSON, 
Christian  owned.  AH  home  Improvements, 
vinyl  siding,  windows,  metal  and  shingle 
nwts,  patio  covers,  screen  and  glass  rooms. 

601892-2092,  Don  A  Rita  Sebren,  owners. 
STAINED  GLASS:  NEW  WINDOWS 
and  repairs.  Hopper  Stained  Glass, 
lackaon,  877-477-1899. 

NORMS  BOOMBINCHNG  COMPANY, 
Inc.,  old  Bibles  rebound.  Also,  church 
bulletins  and  hymnals.  For  more 
Information  call  662  453-7424  or  fax 
us  at  662-455-6743. 

CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  FREE 
estimates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 
Mbs.,  phone  601  -776861 7. 


* 
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Missionaries  use  agriculture  to  open  Gospel  doors 


EDITOR'S  NOTE:  This  now  meet  in  Quichua  villages  out  to  encourage, 
year’s  Week  of  Prayer  for  dotting  the  mountain  ridges  train  and  help 
International  Missions,  Nov.  3 0 -  of  Imbabura  province  in  organize  the 

northern  Ecuador.  believers,  there 

"The  Quichua  seem  to  be  was  one  pitfall  of 
hungry  for  the  Gospel,"  says  missionary  work 
Mustek's  wife,  Rogene.  "They  they  wanted  to 
see  hope  in  us."  Just  eeking  out  avoid  from  the 
a  living  is  so  hard  for  them,  she  beginning: 
says.  *They  need  the  hope  of  dependence, 
the  Gospel."  In  practical 

The  Quichua  have  reasons  ways,  the 

to  feel  hopeless.  The  rural,  Musicks  are 
farming  people  often  are  poor  building  rela- 
LA  RINCONADA,  Ecuador  with  little  education  —  a  tionships 
(BP)  —  Darrell  Musick  shifts  result  of  hundreds  of  years  of  throughout  the 

his  tan  Chevy  pickup  into  rule  from  the  Incas  to  the  province,  train- 

four-wheel  drive  to  begin  off-  Spanish.  Only  two  percent  of  ing  national 
mountain  trails  tne  300,000  Quichua  in  the  church  leaders 

the  Ecuadorian  province  have  the  assurance  by  example  and 

After  pushing  his  of  Jesus  Christ.  empowering 

Each  effort,  from  a  radio  them  to  lead  in 
ministry  to  Bible  storytelling  efforts  to  draw 
to  agricultural  clinics,  pro-  Quichua  to 
vides  an  opportunity  for  the  Christ. 

Musicks  to  share  the  Gospel 
with  the  Quichua. 

The  Musicks  draw  on  their 
of  New  Mexican  ranching  roots 
he  to  help  improve  the 

friends  to  Quichua's  livestock  and 

to  the 
Darrell 

and  Rogene  operated  a  ranch 
in  New  Mexico,  where  they 
grew  up. 

Darrell's  home  church  is 

{ackson  Avenue  Church  in 
,ovington,  N.M..  and 

the  first  broadcast  ever  made  Rogene's  is  First  Church  in 
on  the  Quichua  station.  San  Jon,  N.M. 

"We  have  been  praying  Now  the  duo  perform 
diligently  for  a  church  in  our  check-ups  on  cows  and  pigs, 
community,"  one  woman  says  treat  parasites  or  diseases, 
tearfully.  '/We  have  even  gone  and  give  advice  on  crop  pro¬ 
to  the  effort  to  start  building,  duction  to  Quichua  farmers, 
hoping  someone  would  come  Although  the  Musicks 
and  lead  us."  arrived  as  agricultural  spe- 

Within  a  year,  a  small  cialists,  their  primary  job  is  to 
church  began  meeting  in  La  plant  churches  in  the 
Rinconada.  Another  one  has  Ecuadorian  soil.  Their  co¬ 
started  in  a  neighboring  laborers  already  were  in  place 
town.  Through  radio  pro-  -the  leaders  from  two  estab- 
grams,  Bible  storying,  agri-  lished  Baptist  churches  who 
cultural  projects,  ana  health  had  worked  with  other 
fairs,  more  than  40  house  Southern  Baptist  missionaries, 
churches  and  Bible  studies  Yet  even  as  the  Musicks  set 


Dec.  7,  focuses  on  missionaries 
who  serve  in  South  America  as 
well  as  churches  partnering  with 
them,  exemplifying  the  global 
outreach  supported by  Southern 
Baptists'  gifts  to  the  Lottie  Moon 
Christmas  Offering.  This  year's 
theme  is  “Go  tell  the  story  of 
Jesus. "  National  offering  goal: 


roadin; 
throug 

Andes.  _  , 

truck  to  the  limit,  the  mission¬ 
ary  and  three  local  believers 
hike  their  way  to  a  small 
home  on  the  edge  of  La 
Rinconada  village  -  a  small 
Quichua  community  rumored 
to  want  a  Bible  study. 

Two  women  on  the 
a  woodworking  shop  i 
missionary  and  his  ! 
play  a  taped  recording  of  the  crops.  Before  j 
story  of  creation.  The  women  mission  field  in 
hear  the  Bible  story  and 
exclaim  that  this  is  the  second 
time  that  day  they  have  heard 
the  Scripture  in  tneir  own  lan- 


E c u a id o r  i a n s  tag  a  cow  with  a  Quichua  friend.  (IMB  photo) 

would  question _ 

a  Quichua's 

ability  to  lead.  Many  of  them  communities,  we  started  10 
can't  read,  are  missing  teeth  Bible  study  groups.  Many  of 
and  lack  education.  Yet  they  them  now  are  house  church- 
are  living  out  lives  of  obedi¬ 
ence  with  a  tenacity  that 
motivates  them  to  start  house 
churches,  even  when  the  mis¬ 
sionaries  are  away. 

The  best  part  for  Darrell  is 
when  a  Quichua  believer 
comes  up  to  him  timidly  and 
says,  "I  hope  it's  OK,  but 


spring  chickens,  and  we've 
never  been  to  seminary,"  he 
says,  "but  God  has  allowed  us 
to  work  in  ways  we  never, 
ever  imagined.  It's  never, 
never  too  Tate  to  be  obedient. 
Not  everybody  needs  to  be  a 
missionary,  and  God  doesn't 
ask  them  to  be.  He  may  be 
asking  you  to  volunteer. 

The  Musicks  want  to  change  Currently,  the  Musicks  are  on 
e  face  of  communities  stateside  assignment  They  plan 
while  you  were  gone  we  had  around  the  Imbabura  moun-  to  begin  similar  work  in  Bolivia, 
the  chance  in  such  and  such  tain  but  to  reach  every  isolated 

community,  and  we  started  a  group,  they  need  the  support  To  learn  more  about  becoming 

OiMiikorn  Rantict  rKurrhoc  iminlltpd  Iff  Mirhtrio  Sntith 


1.  Robert  Hamlin  Carr,  84,  of 
Union  Church,  died  Nov. 
18.  He  pastored  Lake 
Stanley  Mission  in  Florida, 
Oak  Grove  Church  in 
Yazoo  County,  Little  Bahala 
Church  in  Lincoln  County, 
Union  Church,  Jefferson 
County,  and  Pleasant  Hill 
Church,  Copiah  County. 
His  funeral  and  burial  was 
at  Pleasant  Hill  Church 
Nov.  21.  He  is  survived  by 
his  wife,  Colleen  B.  Carr; 
sons  Steve  Carr  (Gale), 
Thaxton;  Mike  Carr 
(Donna),  Philadelphia,  and 
daughter  Toni  McCoy 
(Richard),  Pace,  Fla.  He  is 
also  survived  by  his  broth¬ 
er,  Richard  Carr  (Mitzi), 
Hudson,  Ill.,  and  sisters 
Barbara  Peek  (Vernon) 
Bloomington,  Ill.,  and 
Jackie  Murrell  (Tom),  also 
of  Bloomington,  nine 
grandchildren,  and  four 
great-grandchildren. 


And  want  to  recover  tones 
We  Can  Help! 
with  a  Fixed 
Equity  Indexed  Annuity 


First  Year  Guarantee 


O’Mire  Financial  Services 
406  Orchard  Park  Drive 
Ridgdand,  MS  39157 

1-800-844-3254 

601-957-3841 

m»«mw»  band  on  to  cWn  paytng  dWItty  o» 


If  your  family,  school,  church  or  civic  group  is  seel 
Christmas  holiday.  The  Baptist  Children*  Village  inv 
below  are  ways  you  can  help.  You  will  also  find  this 
tistchildrensvillage.com  along  with  other  BCV  needs. 


Houseparents  Needed 

The  Baptist  Children's  Village  has  an 
opening  for  a  Christian,  mission-mind¬ 
ed,  husband  and  wife  team  without 
dependent  children  to  serve  in  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  relief  houseparents. 

Houseparents  receive  an  excellent 
salary  with  benefits  and  work  a  10  day 
on  5  day  off  work  schedule.  All  quali¬ 
fied  candidates  must  be  at  least  25 
years  of  age,  have  a  high  energy  level, 
excellent  driving  record  and  no  crimi¬ 
nal  history.  They  also  must  have  a  high 
school  education  or  GED.  A  private 
bedroom  and  meals  are  included  while 
on  duty. 

For  more  information  and  to  request  an 
application  please  call 

601-664-8085 
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Christmas  Dinner  Needs: 


•Christmas  Decorations /Lights 
•Wrapping  Paper/Bows/Gift 
Bags/Tissue  Paper 
•$25  Gift  Cards  to  Walmart,  Belk 
and  Game  Stop 
•$5  and  $10  Gin  Cards  to 
Restaurants,  Dollar  General 
Fred’s 

•Movie  Passes  and  Movie 
Gift  Certificates 


•Large  Backpacks  for  teenagers 
•Contemporary  Christian  CD's 
•Scrapbooking  supplies 
•Disposable  cameras 
•Lip  gloss  and  lip  balm 
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in  bad  shape,  that  brings  honor  and  glory  to 

.  '  the  Loro.  Churches  that  are 

filled  with  people  that  crave 
glory  for  themselves  result  in 
a  place  that  is  devoid  of 
humility  and  the  power  of  the 
w  Holy  Spirit.  It  is  amazing  to 

getting  the"  real  meaning  of  see  that  sometimes  the  glory 
Christmas  for  the  sake  of  buying  of  God  only  appears  when 
more  stuff.  selfish  and  evil  people  remove 

How  is  the  church  deter-  themselves  from  the  room  ( 
the  people  see  John  13:25-32). 
e  speofical-  God  will  not  compete  with  us 
ly,  what  are  you  and  I  deter-  for  attention.  Look  around  this 

mined  to  do  about  reaching  coming  Sunday  at  the  church 

_  „  unbelievers?  So  many  times  we  you  attend.  Who  is  receiving  the 

awaits  us  today,  lose  focus  on  the  purpose  of  why  most  glory?  Who  is  being  talked 

1  we  attend  church  services,  ft  about  the  most?  If  it  is  not  Jesus, 

should  always  be  said  that  our  something  is  terribly  wrong, 

times  of  worship  should  include  Paul  concludes  this  book  with 

preaching  and  praise.  We  should  die  correct  mindset.  Glory 

also  spend  time  in  earnest  belongs  only  to  God  through 

prayer  as  described  in  verse  30.  Jesus  Christ  (verse  27).  As  we 

The  only  way  we  can  effec-  Pray  for  one  another  pray  for  close  our  time  together  may  I 

the  sick,  but  please;  pray  for  die  ask  yor,  is  the  focus  of  your 

salvation  of  non-Christians.  doxa  irwardly  or  upwardly? 

is  that  they  are  prayer.  We  can  implement  any  IIL  Doxa  (Romans  1 625-27)  When  we  come  in  contact  with 
postle  uses  this  number  of  programs  our  Many  of  you  who  have  others,  do  we  draw  attention  to 
ns  writings  to  denomination  promotes  but  if  heard  me  preach  know  how  ourselves  or  do  we  draw  atten- 


Bible  Studies  for  Life 

My  Ongoing  Mission 

Romans  15:14-21, 30-33;  16:25-27 


thing  he  can  brag  about  Americans  will  spend  billions  of 
is  what  Christ  accom-  dollars  on  gifts  tor  others  they 
plished  through  him.  do  not  want  or  need. 
He  shares  in  verse  19  "I  Nevertheless,  we  are  deter- 
have  fully  proclaimed  mined  to  drive  in  heavy  traffic 
of  stand  in  long  lines,  and  risk  for- 


—  news 

Chris?  (NRSV).  This  is 
not  to  say  that  he  wit¬ 
nessed  to  every  single 
person  in  those  areas. 

_ _ _  However,  he  is  stating  mined  in  read: 

people  the  church  should  target  that  he  had  established  a  witness  that  need  Jesus? 
in  outreach.  For  example,  many 
churches  make  a  concerted  effort 


Have  you  ever  made  a  to-do 
list  only  to  realize  that  at  the  end 
of  the  day  there  are  dungs  left 
undone?  Could  it  be  that  what 
you  thought  had  to  get  done  did 
not  agree  with  what  God  actual- 

.  v  .  «  _  _ UA 


ly  wanted  you  to  accomplish  pies,  or  single  adults.  There  is  same  chalk 
mat  day?  If  we  fill  our  day  plan-  nothing  wrong  with  a  church  Can  it  be  sa 
ners  and  calendars  without  con-  having  a  strategy  or  even  a  tar-  churches,  i 
suiting  die  Lord  we  may  be  busy  get  group  however;  we  must  and  commi 
doing  die  wrong  things.  In  this  remember  that  EVERYONE  of  Christ  is 
week’s  lesson  Paul  provides  a  needs  to  hear  how  their  life  can 
spiritual  to-do  list  for  Christians  be  radically  transformed  by  the 
mat  will  make  our  days  more  good  news  of  Jesus, 
productive  and  our  ministries  Paul  reminds  us  that  the  only  tt 
more  fulfilling.  Look  with  me  at  requirement  one  must  have  to  Paul  did,  is  to  commit  to 
die  importance  of  a  God-cen-  hear  about  Jesu 
tered  agenda  as  found  in  die  breathing.  The  i 
closing  chapters  of  Romans.  opportunity  in 

L  Demographics  (Romans  remind  people  c  ... 

15:14-21)  read  these  verses  note  that  Paul  we  are  just  spin 

The  word  "demographic"  is  is  not  boasting  in  what  he  has  As  you  are  n 
one  that  I  have  heard  on  a  recur-  done,  rather  he  is  boasting  in  Christinas  shop 
ring  basis  in  ministry  lately,  what  Qirist  can  do.  Verse  18  full  force.  Even 


(Romans 


nursery;  serve  m  a  way 


the  bee  dies.  Christ  attract  others  "to  bask  in  the  ed  sweet  Psalmist  and  Israel's 
took  the  sting  of  God-ruled  life."  singer  of  songs"  (2  Sam.  23:1). 

death  for  all  humani-  David  the  Shepherd  King  Anytime  you  don't  know 
ty  and  won  the  victo-  knew  about  life  led  by  God.  what  Scripture  to  read, 
ry  for  "all  who  John's  Gospel  tells  us  more  browse  in  Psalms.  God 
receive  Him"  (John  about  our  Great  Shepherd  and  enabled  David  to  write  about 
1:12).  "The  sting  of  Christ's  sheep:  They  know  their  every  emotion  he  experi- 
death  is  sin  Shepherd;  they  know  His  voice;  enced:  wonder,  worship, 
...Thanks  be  to  God  they  hear  Him  call  them  by  praise,  sorrow,  anger,  corn- 

name;  they  love,  trust  and  fol-  fort,  grief,  anguish,  guilt,  con- 
low  Him!  He  gives  abundant  fession,  repentance,  encour- 
life  (John  10:1-15).  agement,  and  joy. 

Salvation  (23: 5-7)  Thank  you  Mississippi 

David's  everlasting  Baptists  for  the  privilege  of 

covenant  was  with  God,  his  sal-  serving  you  this  quarter.  More 
vation  arranged  and  secured  in  thanks  to:  Editor  Tony  Martin 
every  part.  Today  we  must  not  for  the  opportunity  and  trust; 
ignore  such  a  great  salvation!  to  Karen  Moore  for  the  profes- 
(Hebrews  2: 1-4).  sional  photograph;  and  to  all 

Read  to  the  end  of  the  who  prayed.  May  God  contin- 
book.  David  honors  his  brave  ue  to  use  us  all  wherever  He 
warriors  (23:8-39),  his  places  us  in  His  service.  David 
"mighty  men."  and  Samuel  believed  by  faith 

Quarter's  Study  Ends  (24:1-25)  and  are  listed  in  the  New 
David  encounters  another  Testament  roll  call  of  the  faith- 
problem  but  goes  to  God.  Read  ful  (Hebrews  11:32). 
the  chapter.  God  directs  David  Sunday  begins  Advent,  the 
to  buila  an  altar  but  he  insists  season  of  Emmanuel,  God  is 
on  paying  for  it,  leciting  the  with  us.  Salvation  is  offered 
memorable  verse,  "No,  I  insist  today  in  Jesus  Christ  who  said, 
on  paying.  I  will  not  sacrifice  "I  am  the  resurrection  and  the 
to  the  Lord  my  God  burnt  life!"  (John  11:25.) 


Explore  the  Bible 

When  Considering  Matters 
of  Life  and  Death 

2  Samuel  21  -  24 


'  Ginger  M.  Caughman  with  David's  words.  As  Caughman  tory  through  ou 

David  did,  you  can  sing  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Ii 

J.  B.  Phillips  said  "No  one  is  directly  to  the  Lord  now  in  Christ  shall  all  be  made  alive' 
er  really  at  ease  in  facing  your  private  worship  time.  (1  Cor.  15:  20-22,  51-57). 
nat  we  call  'life  and  death*  Praise  was  powerful  in  the  life  Life  (23:1-4) 

ithout  a  religious  faith!  of  David  and  praise  is  impor-  Teachers,  oh  that  David' 
your  God  Is  Too  Small").  Is  tant  for  us!  David  praised  God  song  would  be  our  prayer  a 
iur  faith  in  the  Lord  God?  for  being  his  rock,  fortress,  we  teach.  "The  Spirit  of  th 
David  asked  die  Lord  what  to  deliverer,  refuge,  shield,  and  Lord  spoke  through  me;  Hi 
>  about  the  famine  and  the  salvation!  Other  important  Word  was  on  my  tongue 
ijust  actions  of  Saul's  breaking  matters  are  dealt  with  in  the  (23:2  NIV). 
e  covenant  with  the  Gibeonites.  remaining  chapters  concerning  Scripture  records  David' 
avid  was  executing  justice  and  God,  death,  life  and  salvation.  last  proclamation  to  his  people 

ercy  as  God  directed.  (2  Sam.  Death  (22:4-7)  "David  viewed  his  whole  life  a 

:l-i4).  Then  David  had  to  deal  God  is  our  Sovereign  Lord,  blessed  and  guided  by  God." 
ith  more  wars  and  battles.  His  David's  beloved  Shepherd  God  is  our  stability  in  al 
ldiers  were  loyal  (21: 15-22).  Psalm  assures  us  we  can  walk  seasons  and  circumstances  c 
David  Sang  to  God  (Ch.  22)  through  the  valley  of  the  shad-  life.  Jesus  conquered  deatl 
Read  David's  song  to  the  ow  of  death  without  fear  for  and  the  grave  and  gives  u 
3rd.  Michael  O'Shields  wrote  the  Lord  Jesus,  the  Great  hope  of  victory  in  matters  c 
song  and  based  the  words  on  Shepherd  (Psalm  23),  is  with  LIFE  ("He  came  to  help  u 
avid's  experiences  in  Psalm  us.  God  often  protected  and  have  abundant  life  )  and  c 
1:3  and  2  Samuel  22:  2-4,  7,  47.  delivered  David.  DEATH  ("Death  has  bee 

Will  Call  Upon  the  Lord"  (in  When  a  bee  leaves  its  swallowed  up  in  victor 
jr  new  Baptist  Hymnal,  #  stinger  in  anyone,  it  has  no  through  our  Lord  Jesu 
>8),  has  a  responsive  reading  more  power  to  hurt.  I'm  told,  Christ.  ).  May  God  use  us  t 


Caughman  teaches  a  senior  ladies 
Sunday  School  class  at  First  Church 
Magee. 


news 


AN  news  Items  ere  subject  to  editing,  end 
all  photographs  are  subject  to  cropping. 
Photographs  must  depict  people.  No  land¬ 
scape-,  building-,  or  object-only  photographs 
win  be  printed.  News  Items  and/or  pho¬ 
tographs  can  be  published  one  time  only. 
News  items  and/or  photographs  depicting 
benefits  and  activities  for  secular  or  outside 
organizations  will  not  be  published.  Deadline 
for  submitting  news  is  one  week  prior  to 
requested  publication  date. 

Articles  that  are  not  date-sensitive  will 
be  published  on  a  space-available  basis. 

Submit  news  and  photographs  to  The 
Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson.  MS 
39205-0530  FAX:  (601)  292-3330.  E-mail: 
baptistrecord  O  mbcb.org. 


The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish 
news  and  photographs  of  special  events 
that  take  place  in  cooperating  churches  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 

News  submitted  for  publication  in  The 
Baptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  typewrit¬ 
ten,  (b)  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  11-inch 
paper,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on  standardized 
forms  provided  by  the  newspaper.  All  arti¬ 
cles  must  be  received  in  writing;  no  articles 
will  be  accepted  over  the  telephone. 

News  may  be  submitted  electronically 
to  the  address  below,  and  must  be  con¬ 
tained  in  the  message  segment  of  an  e- 
mail  form.  Due  to  increasing  virus  threats, 
no  text  attachments  will  be  accepted. 
Photograph  attachments  are  permissible. 


Missionary  couple  taming  Andes  to  spread  Gospel 


EDITOR'S  NOTE:  This  wear's  Week  of 
Prayer  for  International  Missions,  Noo. 
30-Dec.  7,  focuses  on  missionaries  who 
serve  in  South  America  as  well  as  churches 
partnering  xoith  them,  exemplifying  the 
global  outreach  supported  by  Southern 
Baptists’  gifts  to  the  Lottie  Moon 
Christmas  Offering.  This  year's  theme  is 
“Go  tell  the  story  of  Jesus.  National  offer¬ 
ing  goal:  $170  million. 

SAN  JOSE  DE  QUERO,  Peru  (BP)  — 
Just  outside  the  door  of  a  local  tienda 
(store)  in  San  Jose  de  Quero,  Peru,  64- 
year-old  missionary  Larry  Jackson 
stands  in  the  sunlight  shaking  hands 
with  an  influential  community  leader. 

"We  want  to  welcome  you  nere,  and 
we  want  to  hear  about  your  religion,  * 
the  Wanka  Quechua  man  says. 

-f  Larry  later  explains  the  man  is  the 
fafcufiys  patriarch,  and  generally  what 


Pleasant  Garden  Church  in  Pleasant 
Garden,  N.C 
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Program.  Mprars  missionaries  are 
individuals  SDor  older  who  commit  to 
at  least  two  or  three  years  of  overseas 
service.  The  Jacksons  are  serving  their 
third  masters  term. 

They  have  been  in  South  America  for 
eight  years,  first  as  church  planters  in 
Bolivia,  then  as  prayer  coordinators  and 
trainers  for  the  Xtreme  Team,  young 
people  who  take  die  Gospel  to  dimcult- 
to-access  areas  in  South  America. 

Now  the  Jacksons  recruit  churches 
to  adoptpeople  groups  in  northern  and 
central  Peru  where  few  know  the  true 
meaning  of  the  name  "Jesus." 

While  leading  a  team  of  volunteers 
through  Wanka  Quechua  villages  nes¬ 
tled  deep  in  die  Andes  Mountains  of 
central  Peru,  Jackson  says  the  openness 
of  die  Wanka  people  reminded  him  of 
the  "Macedonian  call"  the  apostle  Paul 
received  in  die  New  Testament. 

After  a  six-hour  drive  over  16,000- 
foot  passes  in  the  Andes,  members  of 
Grace  Community  Church  and 
Cambridge  Church  of  Richmond,  Va., 
stepped  out  of  three  four-wheel-drive 
vehicles  in  Huancayo,  Peru. 

It  was  late  in  the  afternoon  when  the 
vehicles  pulled  into  the  parking  lot  of  a 


local  hotel,  but  team 
members  knew  this 
was  merely  a  stop¬ 
ping  point  on  their 
journey.  The  next  day 
they  would  continue 
their  trek  into  the 
Wanka  Quechua  vil¬ 
lages  tucked  away  in 
the  mountainous 
horizon  surrounding 
Huancayo. 

A  Wanka  Quechua 
boy  sits  sideways  at 
his  desk  facing  die 
front  of  the  kinder¬ 
garten  classroom 

where  Guy  Holloway, 
pastor  of  Grace 
Community  Baptist 
Church,  uses  his  fin¬ 
gers  to  teach  the  chil¬ 
dren  to  count  to  10  in 
English.  With  an 
elbow  propped 
against  his  wooden 
desk  and  a  hand  in 
die  air  trying  to  keep 
up  with  Guy*  s  count¬ 
ing,  .  the  puzzled 
youngster  struggles  to 
remember  the  words. 

Guy  didn't  come 
to  San  lose  de  Quero 

to  teach  the  children  MAKING  INROADS  —  An  elder  of  the  San  Jos6  de  Quero  community  (right)  invites  S< 
numbers,  wnen  ne  Baptjst  missionary  Larry  Jackson  to  bring  future  volunteer  teams  to  his  village,  and  specifica! 
first  began  preparing  t^at  ^  share  t^ejr  faith  with  the  community.  In  November,  the  man,  nis  wife,  and  his 

Pern®  heliad  no ^dea  dau8hter  were  baptized  along  with  three  others.  (IMB  photo) 

he  would  stand  “  ‘ 

before  a  crowd  of  Wanka  Quechua  chil-  decision,  making  a  commitment."  heard  the  Gospel, 

dren,  sharing  the  Gospel  in  a  public  The  two  congregations  intended  to  "There  is  one  IMB  mission 
school.  share  the  Gospel  on  the  vision  trip,  but  every  1.6  million  people,"  Lan 

The  crowd  of  children  quiets  as  Guy  their  primary  goal  was  to  research  the  "so  we  need  the  churches  in  A 
starts  telling  them  how  he  came  to  faith  area  and  die  people  group  to  discern  to  come  forward  and  fill  in  thi 
in  Christ  at  a  young  age.  "I  was  really  whether  the  Lora  was  calling  them  to  Following  their  initial  visi 
humbled  that  God  was  mere,  repeatedly,  become  strategy  coordinator  churches  through  the  Peruvian  Andes,  tl 
before  we  were,  and  gave  us  a  tremen-  for  the  Wanka  Quechua.  of  nine  returned  to  their  chui 

dous,  wide-open  door,"  Guy  says.  "I  Strategy  coordinator  churches  mobi-  share  their  experience  with 
even  wrote  in  my  journal,  'These  are  not  lize  efforts  to  plant  indigenous,  self-  church  members, 
open  doors;  they're  wide-open  doors.'"  sufficient  bodies  of  believers  among  After  months  of  prayer;  both  ( 

Larry,  who  regularly  guides  volunteer  specific  people  groups.  accepted  the  invitation  and  the  d 

teams  on  vision  trips  through  Peru  and  "The  strategy  coordinator  church  to  serve  as  strategy  coordinator  < 
Bolivia,  said  the  opportunity  was  an  concept  gives  the  local  church  the  among  die  Wanka  Quechua  of  Pe 
anomaly.  "On  a  vision  trip,  it's  highly  opportunity  of  doing  what,  in  the  they  nave  made  this  year  to  show  I 
unusual  to  get  into  die  schools  because  past,  was  relegated  just  to  missionar-  film  among  the  mnka  Quecht 
die  first  trip  is  generally  investigation,"  ies,"  Guy  says.  yielded  dozens  of  new  believers  I 

Larry  says.  "It's  really  about  making  a  "The  missibnaries  play  a  very  vital  and  the  start  of  a  weekly  Bible  stu 

_  role  now,  but  what  they're  In  November,  two  dentists  fix 
really  doing  is  being  the  congregations  spearheaded  a 
coach  and  getting  believers  clinic  team,  which  prayed  wit 
to  be  the  players  on  the  than  55  people  who  wanted  knc 
field."  about  how  they  could  have  a  j 

Through  the  IMB's  Rapid  relationship  with  Jesus.  That  w 
Entry  Advance  Plan  people  that  die  churches  and  i 


aking  a  commitment."  heard  the  Gospel. 

>  congregations  intended  to  "There  is  one  IMB  missionary  for 
JospeTon  the  vision  trip,  but  every  1.6  million  people,"  Larry  says, 
iry  goal  was  to  research  the  "so  we  need  the  churches  in  America 
he  people  group  to  discern  to  come  forward  and  fill  in  the  gap." 
le  Lord  was  calling  them  to  Following  their  initial  vision  trip 
rategy  coordinator  churches  through  the  Peruvian  Andes,  the  team 
nka  Quechua.  of  nine  returned  to  their  churches  to 

coordinator  churches  mobi-  share  their  experience  with  fellow 
i  to  plant  indigenous,  self-  church  members, 
bodies  of  believers  among  After  months  of  prayer;  both  churches 
ople  groups.  accepted  the  invitation  and  die  challenge 

rategy  coordinator  church  to  serve  as  strategy  coordinator  churches 
ives  the  local  church  the  among  die  Wanka  Quechua  of  Peru.  Trips 
ty  of  doing  what,  in  the  they  nave  made  this  year  to  show  the  lesus 
relegated  just  to  missionar-  film  among  the  Wanka  Quechua  nave 
lays.  yielded  dozens  of  new  believers  in  Christ 

issibnaries  play  a  very  vital  and  the  start  of  a  weekly  Bible  study, 
role  now,  but  what  they're  In  November,  two  dentists  from  their 
really  doing  is  being  the  congregations  spearheaded  a  dental 
coacn  and  getting  believers  clinic  team,  which  prayed  with  more 
to  be  the  players  on  the  than  55  people  who  wanted  know  more 
field."  about  how  they  could  have  a  personal 

Through  the  IMB's  Rapid  relationship  with  lesus.  That  week,  six 
Entry  Advance  nan  people  that  die  churches  and  national 
(REAP),  Baptist  associations  believers  have  been  disdpling  through- 
or  U.S.  churches  like  these  out  die  year  were  baptized  in  a  moon- 
two  can  adopt  people  tain  stream,  including  the  community 
groups  in  South  America,  leader  who  greeted  them  with  curiosity 
filling  in  the  gap  where  about  their  religion.  Also  baptized  was 
there  is  little  access  to  the  his  wife  and  grown  daughter. 

Gospel  or  no  ongoing  'To  steyarnome,  thar  s  what  requires 
Christian  witness.  a  call,"  Guy  says.  "In  the  Great 

Of  the  699  known  people  Commission,  God  has  already  told  us  to 
groups  living  in  the  South  go,  and  if  I'm  going  to  do  other  than  that 
America  region  today,  only  or  less  than  that  I  think  that  really 
48  have  full-time  demands  a  call.  I  mink  real  often,  we  get 
International  Mission  that  backward." 

Board  missionaries  serving 
among  them.  By  adopting 
a  people  group,  churches 
commit  to  send  volunteer 
teams  on  a  regular  basis  - 
usually  three  to  five  10-day 
trips  per  year  —  while 
developing  a  strategy  to 
reach  those  who've  never 


;  real  often,  we  get 


To  learn  more  about  becoming  involved 
in  reaching  South  America  for  Christ,  go 
to  samregion.org.  Visit  going.imb.org  for  • 
general  volunteer  opportunities.  Gifts  to 
the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Offering  pro¬ 
vide  vital  suvvort  to  the  International 
Mission  Boards  more  than  5,300  mission¬ 
aries  worldwide,  including  the  Jacksons. 
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